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SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY EGYPTIAN REACTION TO VANCE NOMINATION 

1 . NOMINATION OF CYRUS VANCE AS SECRETARY OF STATE-DESIGNATE 
HAS EVOKED GREAT EGYPTIAN INTEREST. PRELIMINARY REACTION MAY 
BE DESCRIBED AS GUARDEDLY OPTIMISTIC AND POSITIVE. 

2. ON OFFICIAL LEVEL, FAHMY VOICED HIS SATISFACTION TO 
AMBASSADOR OVER SELECTION. WHILE HE DID NOT KNOW MR. VANCE 
PERSONALLY, FAHMY OBSERVED SECSTATE-DESIGNATE ENJOYS A REPU- 
TATION FOR "FAIR MINDEDNESS" AND BEING A GOOD NEGOTIATOR. 

HE OPINED THIS AUGURS WELL FOR THE POSSIBILITY THAT NEW 
ADMINISTRATION WILL CONTINUE AND "EVEN HANDED" APPROACH. 
FAHMY WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO HAVE READ ABOUT SECSTATE- 
DESIGNATE'S STATEMENT THAT MIDDLE EAST WILL BE ONE OF PRIORITY 
AREAS. SEVERAL MFA UNDER-SECRETARIES HAVE EXPRESSED 
SIMILAR VIEWS. 

3. EGYPTIAN PRESS, AFTER INITIALLY SIMPLY CARRYING BIOGRAPHIC 
INFORMATION, IS BECOMING MORE ENTHUSIASTIC. DEC 7 AHRAM 
EDITORIAL, CLEARLY SPEAKING FOR GOE, DESCRIBES MR. VANCE 

AS "BRILLIANT STATESMAN KNOWN FOR HIS TROUBLE SHOOTING 
ABILITIES." EDITORIAL SPECULATES VANCE S EARLIER "SUPPORT 
FOR GLOBAL SETTLEMENT" MAY, IN VIEW EXHAUSTION OF STEP- 
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PROBLEM, EDITORIAL ASSERTS, IS ALREADY "FULLY REPE AND 
CLEAR" AND SECSTATE-DESIGNATE AND OTHERS INVOLVED IN FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS SHOULD NEED LITTLE TIME TO STUDY THE MATTER. GIVEN 
SECSTATE-DESIGNATE’S ALREADY EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN 
DEALING WITH INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS AND FAIRNESS ON ME ISSUE, 

EDITORIAL OPINED MR. VANCE HAS OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE 
"LIKE KISSINGER AND EVEN MORE" TO MOVEMENT TOWARD IUST 
PEACE. 

EILTS 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISSEMINATION COORDINATED WITH MR. STEINER, S/S-O. 
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